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Serving Grant, Hooker, Thomas, Arthur, McPherson, Logan, Keith and Lincoln Counties.

NEBRASKA RC&D STATE CONFERENCE
HELD IN VALENTINE

The 2010 Nebraska RC&D
Association Annual meeting
was held October 4, 5, & 6
in beautiful Valentine, NE.
The theme of this year’s con-
ference was “A Little R&R in
Valentine - The Ranching/
Recreation Interface”.

The conference began with
an optional Monday after-
noon float trip down the Nio-
brara Scenic River with a
local guide to tell about area
highlights and history. That
evening a social hour and
supper was enjoyed at a lo-
cal café in the very small
community of Sparks.

A local official was on hand to tell about area
highlights and history. Fort Falls was one of
the stops on the float trip on Monday.

The official conference
began on Tuesday morning

Prairie Golf Club was one of the tour options
on Wednesday.

with a welcome and up-
dates from the National
RC&D Association, NRCS,
and the State RC&D Asso-
ciation. Maxine Moul, State
Director of USDA Rural De-
velopment, was on hand to
give an update on the pro-
grams offered through Ru-
ral Development. After-
noon tours included Radi-
ant Systems and either
Prairie Golf Club -the new
semi private golf course
south of Valentine, or the
Niobrara Scenic River. The
annual awards banquet
was held Tuesday evening
with guest speaker Yvonne
Hollenbeck, an award win-
ning cowgirl poet, as the
evening entertainment.

Wednesday morning
spouses enjoyed an op-
tional tour of the Nature
Conservancy Niobrara Val-
ley Preserve during the
panel discussions on topics

related to traditional
ranching and recreational
businesses on the ranch.
Panelists included Sara
Sortum, Burwell, talking
about her family’s efforts
to develop tourism on
their ranch; Jim Van Win-
kle, Project Coordinator
for the Sandhills Task

Optional morning walks to the Niobrara
River Bridge and Fort Falls were an
added bonus.

Force discussing a typical
year on the ranch; Tanya
Storer from Whitman,
speaking on some of the
current challenges to tra-
ditional ranching; and
Lance Kuck from Basset
discussing his bison and
heritage breed operations
as well as his hunter out-
fitting business. The con-
ference concluded with
an afternoon business
meeting for the state as-
sociation as well as an
informal meeting for the
Program Assistants.



VOLUME 2, ISSUE 5

“RANCHING FOR PROFITABILITY”

UNL Extension is hosting
the annual "Ranching for
Profitability" meeting dur-
ing the month of Janu-
ary. The Sandhills RC&D
in Mullen will be the host
site for the meeting on
the evening of Jan. 12th.

Darrell Mark, Livestock
Marketing Specialist, is
going to talk about man-
aging risk and decision
making in a volatile mar-
ket environment. With all
the rains we've had

HELD IN JANUARY

comes flies and more
flies - Dave Boxler, en-
tomologist educator,
will discuss the fly con-
trol products for cattle
and how to get the
most out of those

products. Dr. Richard
Randle, Extension Vet,
will help producers

prevent pinkeye, how
to doctor, and if their
antibiotics need to be
adjusted.

Pre-register with the

Central Sandhills Exten-
sion Office at
1.800.657.2113. Meal
counts are due one
week prior to the meet-
ing and there is a $15
registration fee for
meals and handouts.

SCHEDULE:
e January 10
mid-day-O’Neill

e January 10 - evening
- Brown/Rock /
KeyaPaha counties

WIND POWER 2010 CONFERENCE
NOV. 9-10—KEARNEY

The 3rd Annual Nebraska

Wind Power Conference
will be held November 9 —
10, 2010 at the Younes
Conference Centre in
Kearney, Nebraska.

The Wind Power Confer-
ence, hosted by the Ne-
braska Wind Working
Group, features 70 state
and nationally known wind
experts and 27 sessions
on a wide range of wind
related topics including:

wind transmission is-
sues, wind incentives in
other states, different
kinds of farmer and
community owned wind
structures, as well as
panels of state sena-
tors, wind developers,
and small wind dealers
speaking on how to
move Nebraska wind
development forward.

On Tuesday, one pro-
gram track will feature
small wind issues high-
lighting R. Nolan Clark
of Amarillo, Texas, a
retired USDA wind spe-
cialist who is recog-
nized as one of the na-
tion’s wind industry gi-
ants for his pioneering
research on wind

energy. On Wednesday,
one track will feature
Nebraska’s rapidly ex-
panding wind education
and training opportuni-
ties, including the
“Wind for Schools” pro-
gram, which now in-
cludes 20 schools us-
ing small wind turbines
to propel wind related
curriculum and student
interest in wind related
careers.

For online conference
registration & detailed
agenda information:
visit:

www.neo.ne.gov/
renew/wind-working-
group/2010conference
/register.htm
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MEETINGS TO BE

January 11
mid-day-Broken Bow

January 11 - evening
Buffalo/Dawson county
area

January 12
mid-day- Valentine

January 12
evening - Mullen RC&D

January 13
mid-day - Kimball

SANDHILLS
RC&D

OFFICERS

Willis Roethemeyer
President

Berva Arensdorf
1st Vice Chair
Tom Witt
2nd Vice Chair

Tammy White
Secretary

Mitch Glidden
Treasurer

RC&D STAFF
Twila Phillips
Executive Secretary

NRCS STAFF

Bob Broweleit

RC&D Coordinator
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GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The 3rd Annual Governor’s
Conference on Rural Devel-
opment will be held Friday,
November 19th, at the Kear-
ney Ramada and Convention
center. The conference will
focus on building leadership,
and community and eco-
nomic development capacity
in rural Nebraska to create a
more sustainable state.

This year’'s conference
theme is “Rethinking Strat-
egy for Sustainable Commu-
nities:  Entrepreneurship,
Innovation, and Workforce.”

The focus is on imple-
menting new, innovative
solutions in your com-
munity. The confer-
ence’s five tracks - com-
munity, business, tech-
nology, financial re-
sources and the econ-
omy, and youth entre-
preneurship—will provide
information and exam-
ples of strategy and in-
novation in each area,
including rethinking
strategies in your own
community. Youth are
either encouraged to

participate in the all-day
youth entrepreneurship
track, or attend any
other tracks of interest
to their community’s
youth leaders.

Keynote speaker will be
William Taylor, Founding
Editor of Fast Company
and co-author of Maver-
icks at Work. In a key-
note address that fea-
tures inspiring and in-
structive case studies
from a wide range of
fields, Bill Taylor offers a

SJSB FACILITATOR HIRED

Georgeann Wearin of Hyan-
nis Nebraska has been se-
lected as the new Facilita-
tor for the Sandhills Jour-
ney Scenic Byway (SJSB).
Wearin has lived in the San-
dhills of Nebraska for over
twenty-six years having
moved here from Wyoming.

Wearin is the mother of
three sons and the wife of
Andy Wearin. The couple
makes their home on the
Wearin Brothers Pitchfork
Ranch outside of Hyannis.

Wearin has been in-
volved in community ser-
vice at numerous levels
and is an award winning
western entertainer and
free-lance writer.

As an independent con-
tractor, Wearin will assist
and facilitate the Scenic
Byway in carrying out the
purposes and objectives
of the SJSB Rural Busi-
ness Enterprise Grant
awarded by the USDA
Rural Development Pro-
gram. Some of her du-
ties will include building
relationships  between
the Byway and the busi-
ness communities, in-
crease business develop-
ment training, expand
Byway communications
and create a Byway busi-
ness directory.

The goal of the Rural
Business Enterprise
Grant is to increase traf-

fic through tourism, target-
ing travelers in-state, re-
gionally and nationally.
RBEG also hopes to sus-
tain and build additional
businesses along the By-
way which will help our
small rural communities
survive.

“I am looking forward to
this great opportunity,”
said Wearin. “l absolutely
love the Sandhills and
can’t wait to promote our
Scenic Byway.”

To contact Wearin about
becoming a member of
the Sandhills Journey Sce-
nic Byway or to set up an
appointment to discuss
the objectives and pur-
poses of the Byway,
please email her at pitch-
fork@neb-sandhills.net

For additional information
about the SJSB visit,
www.sandhillsjourney.com

game plan for game chang-
ers—a set of ideas and a
collection of how-to prac-
tices that equips leaders
and entrepreneurs to make
real progress in tough
times.

Conference registration is
$65 for adults and $35 for
students before Nov. 5th.
For a complete list of
breakout sessions or for
more information visit:
http://www.neded.org/
content/view/1138/160/

SISB Vision Statement: o

Working cooperatively to
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Eric Hansen
Wynn Wiens
Dan Deibler
Cliff Welsh
Merlin Ring
Toni Ring
Stan Pettit
Rex Lanka
Carl Rundback
Lonnie Peters

Virginia Sizer



We're on the weh!

SANDHILLS RC&D

Resource Conservation & Development

P.O. Box 28
102 SE 2nd Street
Mullen, NE 69152

Phone: 308-546-0636
Fax: 308-545-0637
E-mail: info@sandhillsrcd.org

SANDRAILLS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct. 28-29—Connecting Young
Nebraskans Summit—Grand Island

Oct. 29—Sandhills Journey Scenic
Byway Annual Meeting—Alliance

Nov. 9—10—Nebraska Wind Power
Conference— Kearney

Nov. 10 - Sandhills Byway Retreat -
4-H Camp - Halsey

Nov. 12 - New Frontiers Development
Network-Ogallala

Nov. 19 - Governor’s Conference on
Rural Development—Kearney

Nov. 30 - Sandhills RC&D meeting -
TBD

Dec 15 - Jim Gerrish Grazing Seminars
Curtis & Whitman

Jan. 12—Ranching for Profitability—
Mullen

SANDHILLS A BETTER LIFE"”

MULLEN HIGH SCHOOL
TO RECEIVE WIND TURBINE

MHS Physics students pictured h, Jared Simonson,
" Nathan Vinton, Gabriel Connealy & Trisha Young, are

| standing where cement will be poured in the next couple
of weeks with one of the wind turbines blades .

| By Gerri Peterson, Hooker Co Tribune

¥ Mullen Public Schools recently
" received a check in the amount of
- $16,000 from the Attorney Gener-
@ als Environmental Protection Fund

# to use in the construction of a
: : il e %2 wind turbine under the National
Renewable Energy Labs W|nd for Schools program. The installation of a
Skystream 3.7 (1.8 kW) wind turbine is ready to begin, with the first step
being to pour cement.

The turbine, which will be located north of the bus barn at the high
school, will slightly reduce the electrical costs for the school system, but
its main purpose will be educational. The project will be specifically
geared towards the juniors and seniors in upper level math and science
classes, studying data logged by the turbine, monitoring wind speed and
turbine performance.

Sandhills Resource Conservation ad Development Council receives technical assistance from the Untied States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service.  An equal opportunity employer and provider.




